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Editor's Notes
W ith t h i s  i s s u e  we p la n  to  lau n ch  a s e r i e s  o f 
in te rv ie w s  w ith  c u r r e n t  f a n ta s y  a u th o r s  and 
I n k l in g s - r e l a t e d  s c h o la r s .  The in te rv ie w  w ith  S tephen  
D onaldson i s  a su b m iss io n  w hich we f e l t  you would 
e n jo y . But th e  id e a  o f  M yth lo re  g e n e ra te d  in te rv ie w s  
had been g e s t a t i n g  b e fo re  we re c e iv e d  t h i s  in te rv ie w . 
F u tu re  in te rv ie w s  w i l l  have q u e s t io n s  posed by M yth lo re  
e d i t o r s  d i r e c t l y ,  to  make them even more r e l e v a n t  to  
th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  M ylh lo re  and i t s  r e a d e r s .  We welcome 
s u g g e s tio n s  a s  to  whom you would en jo y  s e e in g  
in te rv ie w e d .
The weeks and months march on , and now i s  th e  tim e  
to  s e r io u s ly  make p la n s  to  a t te n d  t h i s  y e a r 's  17th  
an n u a l M ythopoeic C o n fe ren ce . I f  you h a v e n 't  a c te d  y e t ,  
i t  i s  im p o rta n t to  move now, o r  th e  march o f  tim e  w i l l  
p ass  over your o p p o r tu n ity  to  a t t e n d .  Each an n u a l 
c o n fe re n c e , l i k e  s i b l i n g s ,  s h a re s  c e r t a i n  common 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  y e t each  i s  u n iq u e  w ith  i t s  own 
f l a v o r ,  em p h as is , and m em orable e v e n ts .  One o f  th e  
th in g s  t h a t  g iv e s  me g r e a t  p e rs o n a l p le a s u re  i s  th e  
sen se  o f  coming to g e th e r ,  o f  r e a l  m ee ting  w ith  o th e r s  
who s h a re  very  m ean in g fu l i n t e r e s t s .  For even th o s e  who 
a tte n d e d  o n ly  one C onference  b e f o r e ,  i t  i s  a k in  to  a 
f e s t i v e  fam ily  r e u n io n , w ith  so  many p le a s a n t  and 
m ean in g fu l a c q u a in ta n c e s  and f r ie n d s h ip s  to  renew . For 
th o s e  coming f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e , i t  i s  a jo y  to  se e  so 
many in te rm in g l in g  and p a r t i c i p a t i n g  w ith  an a i r  o f  " a t  
l a s t  I 'v e  found k in d re d  s p i r i t s "  ab o u t them . A nother 
p le a s u re  i s  to  w itn e s s  th e  v e ry  h ig h  l e v e l  o f  e r u d i t i o n  
and e x p e r t i s e  in  m ythopoeic  s u b je c ts  and a u th o r s  in  so 
many a t t e n d in g ,  w hich i s  n o t in t im id a t in g  to  o th e r s ,  
b u t r a t h e r  s t im u la t in g  and e n r ic h in g .  I f  you h a v e n 't  
s e n t  in  your r e g i s t r a t i o n  and room and m eal 
r e s e r v a t i o n s ,  th e  tim e  f o r  d e la y  i s  n e a r ly  p a s t .  Do i t  




The C onference Committee i s  p le a s e d  to  announce 
th a t  Marion Zimmer B rad ley  w i l l  be a S p e c ia l  G uest o f  
H onor. A p io n e e r in g  woman a u th o r  in  th e  f i e l d  o f  
fa n ta s y , Mrs. B rad ley  a l s o  e x p lo r e s  in  her f i c t i o n  a 
v a r ie t y  o f  fe m in is t  s u b j e c t s .
The 17th  M ythopoeic C onference w i l l  fe a tu r e  th r e e  
dram atic  p r o d u c tio n s . There w i l l  be a p la y  by Diana 
P a x so n  c a l l e d  "The Harp Q u e s t;"  "The Masque o f  th e  
S ilm a r ils "  by Sarah Beach w i l l  be p r e se n te d , and a on e-  
woman p e r fo r m a n c e , by Amy Nyman, from  th e  w ork s o f  
C h arles W illiam s i s  p lan n ed .
The H ig h lig h t  P anel on "Women in  Fantasy" w i l l  
fe a tu r e  G uest o f  Honor C h arles de L in t ,  S p e c ia l  G uest 
Marion Zimmer B rad ley , and w i l l  be m oderated by Diana  
P axson . The d is c u s s io n  w i l l  range over  th e  changing  
r o l e  o f  f e m in in e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  and women a u t h o r s ,  in  
f a n t a s y  l i t e r a t u r e .  The H ig h l ig h t  P a n e l on C h a r le s  
W illiam s w i l l  fe a tu r e  G uest o f  Hoftor J u d ith  Kollmann. 
D isc u s s io n  w i l l  touch  on W illia m s' n o v e ls ,  p o e tr y , and 
s u b je c t s  such  a s  h i s  u se o f  r i t u a l  m agic.
C h a r le s  de L in t  and D ia n a  P a x so n  w i l l  a l s o  be 
fe a tu r e d  on a p a n el d is c u s s io n  o f  "Contemporary Urban 
Fantasy" o f  th e  s o r t  C h arles W illiam s w ro te .
The C onference i s  b e in g  h e ld  a t  C a lif o r n ia  S ta te  
U n iv e r s ity  a t  Long B each. I t  i s  near th e  San D iego  
(405) and San G ab rie l (605) fr eew a y s , and i s  m inutes  
from th e  Long Beach A ir p o r t . We w i l l  send a map w ith  
th e  secon d  P ro g ress  R eport.
THE TOTAL ROOM AND MEALS PACKAGE in c lu d e s  th r e e  
n ig h ts  (double o ccu p a n cy ), n in e  m eals (F riday  d in n er  to  
Monday lu n ch , in c lu d in g  th e  b a n q u e t), and membership. 
I t  i s  $ 1 2 5 .0 0  u n t i l  June 1 . The U n iv e r s ity  w i l l  n o t  
a llo w  th e  Committee to  ta k e  r e s e r v a t io n s  fo r  room and 
m eals p a s t  th a t  t im e . (S in g le  rooms are  $ 7 .0 0  m ore).
Membership o n ly  i s  $ 2 5 .0 0  u n t i l  J u ly  25; s in g le  
m e a ls  ca n  be p u r c h a se d  a t  th e  C o n fe r e n c e .  B a n q u e t, 
t i c k e t s  o n ly  are  $ 8 .0 0 .
R e g is t r a t io n  w i l l  open a t  noon on F r id a y , August 
8 .  S i g n s  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  on  c a m p u s . F o r  m ore  
in fo r m a tio n , w r ite  to  th e  C onference a d d r e ss .
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th e  D a u g h te r s  o f  B e a tr ic e :
w o m e n  i n  f a n t a s y
t h e  1 7 t h  M y t h o p o e i c  C o n f e r e n c e
c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  C h a r l e s  W i l l i a m s '  c e n t e n n i a l
A u g u s t  8 - 1 1 ,  1 9 8 6  c a l i f o r n i a  s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y :   
L o n g  B ea ch A u th o r  G u e s t  o f  H o n o r :   C h a r le s  d e  
L int S c h o l a r  G u e s t  o f  H o n o r :   J u d i t h  K o l l m a n n
e v e n t s
M ythopoeic C o n fe re n c e s  a r e  a  v e ry  s p e c ia l  b le n d  o f 
th e  b e s t p o in ts  o f acad em ic  c o n fe re n c e s  and  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n  and fa n ta s y  c o n v e n tio n s , r e s u l t in g  in  a 
r e la x e d , f r ie n d ly  a tm o sp h e re  c o n d u c iv e  to  many fo rm s o f 
c r e a t iv e  e x p re s s io n  and s tim u la t in g  in t e l l e c t u a l  
in te rc h a n g e .
T h e re  w i l l  be tw o p a n e l d is c u s s io n s  h ig h l ig h t in g  
d im en sio n s o f th e  C o n fe ren ce  th em e: A "Women in
F a n ta sy "  d is c u s s io n  f e a tu r in g  G u est o f  H onor C h a rle s  
d e L in t, m o d era ted  by D ian a P ax so n , w ith  A lexei
K o n d ra tie v  and M elan ie  R aw ls. A seco n d  p a n e l w i l l  be on 
C h a rle s  W illlia m s , d e lv in g  in to  h is  w orks w ith  G u est o f 
H onor J u d i th  K ollm an and m o d era ted  by D avid B ratm an .
The "M asque o f  th e  S ilm a r ils "  w i l l  be p e rfo rm e d . 
The C om m ittee i s  se e k in g  v o lu n te e rs  to  ta k e  p a r t  in  
t h i s  p ro d u c tio n ; a c to r s ,  c o s tu m e s, s ta g e  h a n d s . E njoy 
th e  c a m a ra d e rie  o f  w o rk in g  on su ch  a  p r o j e c t .  P le a s e  
c o n ta c t M arg a re t P urdy  who i s  c o -o r d in a tin g  t h i s  
p ro d u c tio n . P le a s e  w r i te :  M a rg a re t P u rd y , 307
K en sin g to n  D riv e , R idgew ood NJ 0 7 4 5 0 .
A lso , a  dram a by D iana P axson  w i l l  be p erfo rm ed  
d u rin g  th e  w eekend .
B e s id e s  p a p e rs , p a n e ls  and d ram as, th e r e  w i l l  be 
f i lm s , an  a r t  show , an  a u c tio n , m u s ic , a  m asq u erad e , 
d e a le r 's  room , a  b an q u e t and B a rd ic  c i r c l e s .  The 
C om m ittee w elcom es f u r th e r  s u g g e s tio n s  and 
p a r t ic ip a t io n .
Make ch eck s p a y a b le  to  "M ythcon X V II."  P le a s e  
s p e c ify  w hat you a r e  p ay in g  f o r .
c a l l  f o r  p a p e r s
The C o n f e r e n c e  Theme i s  m ean t t o  e x p lo r e  t h e  r o l e  
o f  fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  f a n t a s y  l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r ­
ly  t h e  ty p e  C h a r le s  W il l ia m s  c a l l e d  t h e  " B e a t r i c i a n  
F i g u r e , "  t h e  i n s p i r e r  o f  i m a g i n a t i o n .  W il l ia m s  d i s ­
c u s s e d  t h i s  t y p e  i n  h i s  book on D a n te  c a l l e d  The F ig u r e  
o f  B e a t r i c e . We ho p e  t o  e x p lo r e  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
fe m a le  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  e v o lv in g  g e n r e  o f  f a n t a s y .  
P a p e r s  on  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  C h a r le s  W i l l i a m s ' w orks 
i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  1 0 0 th  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  h i s  b i r t h  a r e  a l s o  
e n c o u r a g e d .  P a p e r s  d e a l i n g  w i th  o t h e r  a u t h o r s  and  
t o p i c s  a r e  w e lco m e.
P a p e r s  w i l l  b e  g iv e n  o r a l l y ,  w i th  30 t o  50  m in u te s  
a l l o t t e d  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
h o u r  f o r  q u e s t i o n s  an d  d i s c u s s i o n  g e n e r a te d  by th e  
p a p e r .  A u th o r s  a r e  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  a t t e n d  an d  p e r s o n a l l y  
p r e s e n t  t h e i r  p a p e r s .  A rra n g e m e n ts  may be made f o r  t h e  
p a p e r s  t o  b e  r e a d  in  a b s e n t i a .
A b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  i n te n d e d  p a p e r  s h o u ld  
be  s e n t  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .
c o s t
The t o t a l  room  and m eals p ack ag e , in c lu d in g  th r e e  
n ig h ts  (d o u b le  o c c u p a n c y ), n in e  m eals (F r id a y  d in n e r  to  
Monday lu n c h , in c lu d in g  th e  b a n q u e t) and r e g i s t r a t i o n  
i s  $125 u n t i l  J u n e . (S in g le  room s a r e  $7 m o re ).
R e g is tr a t io n  i s  o n ly  $20 u n t i l  May 1 5 ; $25 u n t i l
J u ly  2 5 ; and may be h ig h e r  a t  th e  d o o r.
P le a s e  make y o u r r e s e r v a tio n s  e a r ly  a s  we m ust 
know how many room s to  h o ld . We w i l l  n o t be a b le  to  
su p p ly  room s to  p e o p le  who r e g i s te r  a t  th e  d o o r.
B anquet t i c k e t s  o n ly  a r e  $ 8 .0 0 .
1 7 t h  a n n u a l  m y t h o p o e i c  c o n f e r e n c e c / o  
P ro f. P eter  L o w en tro u t m a c in to s h  
h u m a n i t i e s  b u i l d i n g  r o o m  6 1 9 c a l i f o r n i a  
s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t y  L o n g  B e a c h ,  c a  9 0 8 4 0
